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Session Aims:
• To share important information 

about KS2 SATs
• To answer any questions about KS2 

SATs
• Discuss / share ideas about how you 

as a parent can help your 
child at home



What are SATs?
• Standard Assessment Tests
• (All) children have to be tested 
• Provide assessment information for 

high schools
• To ascertain a ‘National’ standard 

where children are judged 
‘High School Ready’



What do the scores mean?
Papers are graded with a numerical score 
which is converted into a scaled score: 

A scaled score of 100 is a pass mark and is 
considered the ‘average’ national score.

If a child achieves 100 plus they are seen as 
working at age-related expectations. 

Below 100 (even 99) will be classed as working 
towards.

Greater Depth is generally considered as 110+



What information is 
wanted by High Schools?

• SATs results
• Teacher Assessments
• Baseline tests administered by 

the high schools
• This varies according to which 

high school your child is going 
to



How does Teacher Assessment 
differ from Testing?

Teacher assessment draws together 
everything the teacher knows about a 
child, including observations, marked 
work and school assessments.

There can be a difference between 
teacher assessment results                   
and test levels.



How is SATs week organised?
There is a national timetable, telling us on which 
days/sessions tests must be administered:
Monday 12th -Thursday 15th May 2025
All children must sit the tests at the same time.
Test papers will be opened in front of the children just 
before they start the tests.
Tests are completed in classrooms and small group rooms 
(displays are covered over).
Children may be divided into groups for test administration 
to ensure they are properly supported and feel secure.
Test papers are collected at the end of the allocated time 
and sent away to be externally marked.



How might the SATs assessments look 
slightly different for some children?

Access arrangements for certain children may include: 
25% additional time, a prompter or text enlargement.

These are based on normal classroom practice (from 
previous years, as well as during year 6) and are evidenced. 
They should neither advantage nor disadvantage individual 
pupils. They are only for children whose learning difficulty 
and/or disability significantly affects their ability to 
access the tests. Access arrangements are not 
appropriate for all children on the SEND register. 

As in all schools, access arrangement decisions fall to the 
headteacher, but MUST be justified.



*How Can Parents Help?
Support curriculum clubs after school.
Support homework.
*Work through the errors/gaps in their mock 
papers which have been sent home*
Encourage your child to stay calm and not get 
too worried.
Support with healthy eating and drinking.
Try to ensure your child gets a good night’s 
sleep on school nights.
Emphasise to your child that trying their 
best is all they need to do!



What if?
Child is poorly – If possible, please bring them into 
school to sit the tests and collect them when the 
papers are finished. If they are very poorly, please 
contact the school for further information.
Child is injured – Please bring your child in if possible 
and the school will arrange additional support for them 
to take the tests.
Running late – inform school as soon as               
possible and come to school as usual.

PLEASE DO NOT book a 
HOLIDAY before or during SATs week!



English SATs
These consist of:
• A Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

test- Monday  12th May
• A Reading test- Tuesday 13th May
• Teacher Assessment of Writing

(may be moderated by external 
assessors)



*Grammar, Punctuation & 
Spelling

•  Grammar covers: language structure; 
standard English and vocabulary.

•  Punctuation such as . , ! ? ” : ; ’ () ……
 
•  Spelling covers: sounding out 

phonemes; syllables, common letter 
strings; prefixes and suffixes; word 
roots and the use of appropriate 
terminology



Example Questions:



Example Questions:



Reading
• The reading booklet will contain 3 texts which 

are not on the same theme.
• Texts are a mix of fiction/poetry and 

non-fiction and are presented in order of 
difficulty.

• The children will be given an hour to read the 
texts and answer the questions.

• There are a variety of questions to be 
answered in different ways.

• Children cannot have any adult help               
in this test.



Reading Questions
• There are 4 main types of questions on 

the reading paper:
• Literal – answer is there in the text
• Deductive – look for clues
• Inferential – read between the lines
• Authorial intent – e.g. why does             

an author use a particular word



*Example Questions:



Example 
Questions:



Example Questions:



Example 
Questions:



How Can You Help with 
their Reading?

Please ensure that your child reads each evening.

Encourage them to read a range of fiction and non-fiction.

Ask your child questions about the text as they read.

Help them with different reading skills: ‘skimming’ where 
they are looking for the ‘gist’ or summary; and ‘scanning’ 
for key words in the text to give information.

Take time to explore the meaning of any new 
vocabulary – children tend to skip past these words!



*Maths SATs
Held on Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th 
May, these consist of:

Arithmetic Paper 1 - 30 minutes of x36 
calculation questions (+ - x  ÷ )
Reasoning Paper 2 - 40 minutes of 
reasoning and problem solving

Reasoning Paper 3 - 40 minutes of 
reasoning and problem solving



Maths SATs
• Many questions are worth one mark and 

therefore accuracy is very important!
• Other questions are worth two marks and 

even if the final answer is wrong, a mark 
may be given for a correct method.

• Teachers may read questions in both 
written papers to pupils only if asked.



Example Arithmetic Questions:



Example Arithmetic Questions:



Example Reasoning Questions:



Example Reasoning Questions:



How Can You Help with 
their Maths?

Support the practise of Times Tables and 
their inverse Division facts: Hit the Button

Ensure that your child completes the weekly 
Maths homework tasks; if you notice 
difficulties with strategy, practise using the 
MyMiniMaths site or BBC Bitesize online - let 
the teacher know about any concerns too.

Revise SATs style questions at home (CGP).



Writing Expectations:
Each school has the same statutory guidance 
and should have shared expectations when 
assessing children’s writing i.e. Can the child:
Create atmosphere and use dialogue effectively
Select the correct grammar and vocabulary choices
Use adverbials / modal verbs
Vary clause structures
Use a wide range of punctuation accurately: 
brackets, dashes, hyphens, colons and semi-colons
Spell most of the Y5/6 high frequency words 
correctly.



What does writing look like at 
Year 6 Expected Standard?

https://www.gov.uk/government/publi
cations/2018-teacher-assessment-ex
emplification-ks2-english-writing



Story writing at Expected Standards:



Recount writing at Expected Standards:



Argument writing at Expected Standards:



What does writing look like when 
working towards the Year 6 Expected 

Standard?



What does writing look like at 
Year 6 Expected Standard?



What does writing look like 
above Year 6 Expected 

Standard?



How Can You Help with 
their Writing?

Again, encourage reading a variety of texts – 
the more children read, the more familiar and 
capable they become with writing within 
different text types.

Encourage your child to complete all English 
homeworks – grammar; extended writes; 
weekly spelling banks to practise; use the Year 
5/6 High Frequency word lists.



*Useful 
Resources: 

CGP 
Revision 

Materials



Useful Websites: BBC Bitesize



*Useful Websites: My Mini 
Maths

We highly recommend this extremely useful 
site to promote children’s understanding, 
application and confidence in arithmetic.

     www.myminimaths.co.uk

http://www.myminimaths.co.uk


*What happens for Year 6 
after the SATs?

School learning continues and broadens
Secondary School Ready
School Production
Relationships Education
Year 6 Residential
Pilgrimage
Memory Making: Leavers’ service



If you have any further 
questions about Year 6 SATs…

We may have a little time now, 
or schedule a meeting :)


